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 If you’ve belonged to St. Pius for a few years, 

 you probably remember Fr. Dan Carson. 

 He was our associate pastor from 2012-2015. 

 This past July he became the pastor of 

 St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Washington DC, 

 which is very close to Union Station. 

 This past April, when bus loads of migrants 

 from Texas and Arizona began arriving on their doorstep, 

 parishioners at St. Peter’s organized to help them. 

 Parishioners donated food, clothing and medicine. 

 They also prayed with them. 

 They’ve been doing this for several months. 

 And last week’s bulletin shared some ways you could support their efforts. 

 SCREEN  : photo 
 Here’s a photo of staff members from Catholic Charities 

 talking with some of the new arrivals at St. Peter’s. 

 Why have they gone to such lengths? 

 Sister Sharlet, a Holy Cross Sister and immigration lawyer 

 who is part of the relief work said this: 

 “  We can’t forget these individuals are human beings 

 with human needs, fears and dreams, and we are called 

 to see them as God’s children and treat them as we would want to be treated.” 

 SCREEN  : Lost and Found main screen 
 This is week three of our message series titled Lost and Found. 

 In the Gospel readings this month we’re hearing stories 

 about people and things getting lost and then found - 

 a lost sheep, a lost coin, the prodigal son. 

 Today Jesus told a story about a rich man who lost his way in life. 

 Let’s turn to the Gospel now. 

 Jesus told a parable about a rich man who had the best of everything - 



 best clothes, best food, life wasn’t just good for him…life was great. 

 But lying on his doorstep was a poor man named Lazarus. 

 And if it’s true that the rich man had everything in life, 

 it’s also true that Lazarus had next to nothing. 

 Jesus said that Lazarus would have gladly eaten the scraps that 

 fell from the rich man’s table, but he got nothing. 

 When Lazarus died, he was carried by angels to heaven. 

 The rich man also died and ended up in the netherworld - 

 a place of pain, torment and unquenchable fire. 

 He cried out to Abraham to send Lazarus to 

 dip the tip of his finger in water to refresh his tongue. 

 But Abraham said there is a huge chasm, a great divide between heaven and hell. 

 It’s not possible for someone to go from one to the other. 

 Seeming to accept this, the rich man pleaded with Abraham to send 

 Lazarus to warn his brothers so that they don’t end up eternally damned. 

 Here was Abraham’s reply to the rich man: 

 SCREEN:  They have Moses and the prophets. 

 Let them listen to them. 

 They have Moses and the prophets. 

 Let them listen to them. 

 In other words, they should know how to live and how 

 to treat the less fortunate, it’s no mystery. 

 They simply aren’t doing what their faith demands. 

 Why did Jesus tell this story? 

 It is meant as a warning - a warning to the people of his day 

 and to us. 

 And as Abraham said, scripture is really clear about what faith requires. 

 So which biblical teachings backup Jesus’ parable? 

 SCREEN  : 1. Everyone is a child of God 
 First, the teaching that every single person is a child of God; 

 beautifully created, deserving of love and respect. 



 And if everyone is a child of God, 

 that means we are all brothers and sisters. 

 So no one is a stranger in the human family. 

 There were no strangers in the parable - the rich man knew Lazarus’ name! 

 SCREEN  : 2. We are responsible for each other 
 Second, we are responsible for each other. 

 We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. 

 If you hurt, I hurt. 

 If you are lacking in something and I have the means to help, 

 I’m obligated to help. 

 Any material blessings we have are a gift from God, 

 to be used to build the Kingdom. 

 No true disciple can see the suffering of others and decide, 

 “It's not my problem.” 

 SCREEN  : 3. God favors the poor 
 And finally, what we see in the ministry of Jesus 

 is that God favors the poor. 

 Has a special place in his heart and his Kingdom for those who struggle in life - 

 whether they are struggling physically, emotionally or spiritually. 

 And if God has a preferential option for the poor, so must we. 

 So must we. 

 Why must we? 

 Jesus makes it clear with today’s parable. 

 Our eternal salvation depends upon it. 

 If we ignore the suffering of others, turn a blind eye to their pain, 

 we risk eternal damnation. 

 Remember how Jesus described the final judgment at the end of time? 

 He said that God will separate humanity into two groups. 

 Those who are judged worthy of eternal life are those who fed the hungry, 

 clothed the naked, cared for the sick and the prisoner. 

 Those condemned to eternal damnation ignored those in need. 



 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 As a member of St. Pius, you know that we regularly provide opportunities 

 to help others in need. 

 In fact, I’d say that hardly a week goes by that our bulletin and screens 

 don’t share with you at least one opportunity. 

 I’m also acutely aware of something called ‘compassion fatigue’. 

 Compassion fatigue is when you feel overwhelmed and drained 

 by all the pleas for help you receive. 

 That fatigue can lead you to doing nothing in the face of 

 so much hurt and so much need. 

 It can also lead a certain cynicism about the suffering 

 that others are experiencing. 

 Like seeing the person panhandling and deciding, 

 “it’s just a scam, I’m not helping him or her.” 

 And I also know that no one person can do everything. 

 But everyone can do something. 

 Whether it’s helping migrants, the homeless or hungry, 

 school children, victims of war, natural disasters, or those deprived 

 of justice - you and I can do something to help someone. 

 And we must. 

 Helping others by sharing our material blessings with them, 

 and assisting them with our prayers, are essential ways 

 to avoid ending up like the rich man in today’s Gospel. 

 He turned a blind eye to the suffering right on his doorstep. 

 Simply closed his eyes and his heart to someone he could have saved. 

 So my challenge to you today is to answer this question: 

 SCREEN  : who am I not seeing? 
 Who are you not seeing that needs your help? 

 Is there anyone who’s needs you’ve become blind to 

 that God wants you to see? 

 If we are honest, there are probably people we see but look away from or look past. 



 It could be a stranger, or it might be someone in your house. 

 Someone who needs forgiveness, understanding, or acceptance. 

 Spend some time today and this week answering this question. 

 Be brutally honest in getting to this answer. 

 You need to be honest before you can take the next step 

 which is to actually respond to their needs. 

 SCREEN  : how can I respond to their needs? 
 How can you respond to their needs? 

 Can you be more generous with your time? 

 With your expertise? 

 With your financial support? 

 With your prayers? 

 No matter what form your support takes, 

 be as generous as possible. 

 Not with a limited, half-hearted, partial response, 

 but a full, open-hearted, complete response to their needs. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 Next weekend we will join with other parishes in the Archdiocese in 

 a special collection to help those devastated by Hurricane Fiona. 

 Later in October we will begin our parish Thanksgiving food drive 

 called Families Helping Families. 

 Why should you consider helping with these things? 

 In today’s Gospel Jesus gave you the answer. 

 It’s how you can keep from ending up lost in life. 

 Because when we respond to the needs around us, 

 we find our way to God and to each other. 

 Amen. + 
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